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LEGISLATOR CILMI GIVES BACK MEMBER ITEM MONEY  
Seeks Bi-Partisan support for bill calling for Budget Process Reform 

 

 
 

 
On Wednesday, November 3, 2010 the Suffolk Legislature narrowly approved a so-called 
“omnibus” budget amendment and in so doing, sent the $2.7 billion County Operating Budget 
back to County Executive Steve Levy for approval. 
 
As part of the bill, the Legislature allocated nearly $3 million to legislators to give out to 
organizations in their districts. 
 
Legislator Tom Cilmi (R-Bay Shore) says he’s giving all but 10% of his allocation back to the 
taxpayers by transferring it into the County’s Tax Stabilization Fund.  “This is not ‘the County’s’ 
money or my money,” said Cilmi, “it’s the taxpayers’ money.  And the taxpayers have been bled 
dry.  At a time when gangs, drugs, graffiti and other crimes are ruining communities, and at a 
time when foreclosures in Suffolk County are some of the highest in the Nation, how can we 



possibly justify giving almost $3 million to legislators to redistribute to their favorite 
organizations?”  Cilmi allocated $15,000 for “LEAN Government”, a program to make 
government more efficient. 
 
The “omnibus” bill, as it’s referred, is an amendment to the County Executive’s budget which 
typically adds and deletes a number of varied expense and revenue items from the budget.  This 
year, the amendment contained more than 1,500 line item changes. 
 
Cilmi voted against the amendment and is leading an effort to change the process.  He said, 
“There are two major problems with the current process.  First of all, to combine changes on 
such a wide variety of expense and revenue items into one bill is an affront to taxpayers and 
unfair to legislators.  Second of all, the process leaves very little time to digest the substance and 
impact of the hundreds of proposed changes.” 
 
Legislator Cilmi has filed a bill, entitled “A Local Law to Increase Transparency and 
Accountability in County Budget Process” would require that only those items that seek to 
“achieve a single purpose” may be combined in one amendment. 

 
Legislator Tom Barraga (R-West Islip) supports Cilmi’s bill, “Each amendment to the budget 
should be taken up and voted on individually so that every member of the Legislature has a clear 
understanding of each amendment.” 
 
Cilmi says, “The current process is Washington-style, back-room politics which voters on both 
sides of the aisle disdain.  Every proposed change should stand on its own merit and be subject to 
public scrutiny.  Taxpayers deserve complete transparency; after all, it’s their money we’re 
spending.” 
 
The bill will go through a public hearing process and could be voted on in December. 
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